Queensland Government

Cabinet – March 2022
Queensland Government fourth annual progress report – Royal Commission into Institutional Responses to Child Sexual Abuse
Minister for Children and Youth Justice and Minister for Multicultural Affairs

1. The Queensland Government is committed to continuing to implement the significant reform agenda proposed by the Royal Commission into Institutional Responses to Child Sexual Abuse (Royal Commission). This includes better prevention and responses to child sexual abuse and improved support and access to justice for those with lived experience of institutional child sexual abuse.
2. The Queensland Government fourth annual progress report – Royal Commission into Institutional Responses to Child Sexual Abuse (Annual Report) sets out the positive progress the Queensland Government has made to implement Royal Commission recommendations over 2021. 
3. The Annual Report outlines key achievements including: 
· Finalising the National Strategy to Prevent and Respond to Child Sexual Abuse and releasing Safe and Supported: The National Framework for Protecting Australia’s Children
· Developing a new framework and suite of resources for online safety in Queensland schools 
· Implementing the new failure to report child sexual abuse and failure to protect a child from sexual abuse criminal offences, which commenced in July 2021
· Implementing reforms within the child protection system, including in relation to carer screening, supporting children in care with harmful sexual behaviours, and support for foster and kinship carers
· Enhancing the Blue Card system, including by reducing the processing time for applications and introducing legislation to further enhance the protections provided by the system
· Piloting an intermediary scheme in Brisbane and Cairns
· Strengthening police responses to victims of child sexual abuse, with a particular focus on encouraging the reporting of child sexual abuse among Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander communities, and prisoners and former prisoners.
4. Cabinet approved the Queensland Government fourth annual progress report – Royal Commission into Institutional Responses to Child Sexual Abuse be tabled in the Legislative Assembly by the Minister for Children and Youth Justice and Minister for Multicultural Affairs.
5. Attachment:
· The Queensland Government fourth annual progress report – Royal Commission into Institutional Responses to Child Sexual Abuse 
